than a traditional doctor, he makes it his business to scrutinize relentlessly all individuals on all social levels for the good of imperial society.
Robert Koch (1843 Koch ( -1910 , who discovered the bacteria that caused tuberculosis (1882) and cholera (1884), and who was once described by a colleague as "he who unveiled the secret life of the anthrax bacillus," epitomized this modern view (Koch 315) . In the fall of 1890, when Doyle visited the wards in Berlin where Koch's "cure" for tuberculosis was being tested, he described Koch for British readers in much the same terms he applied to his beloved detective: "somewhere within [those walls] the great master mind is working, which is rapidly bringing under subjection those unruly tribes of deadly micro-organisms which are the last creatures in the organic world to submit to the sway of man. . . . [Koch] preserves his whole energy for the all-important mission to which he has devoted himself' ("Dr. Koch" 552) . The description presents Koch as a redeeming or civilizing force, praising his activity in much the same terms with which Europeans praised their soldiers and missionaries in Africa. For Doyle, bacteriology is an imperialistic battle fought on the home front.
Holmes fights this battle much as Koch did, by unmasking tiny interlopers who have invaded the imperial city.' Rather than a higher power controlling the conditions in a laboratory, however, Holmes acts more as an imperial leucocyte or antibody, sticking closely to the infiltrators he detects. "I love to come to close grips with my man," he confesses. "I like to meet him eye to eye and read for myself the stuff that he is made of (2:468) . "Experts" conclude prematurely in 1892 that Holmes and Moriarty go over the Reichenbach Falls "locked in each other's arms" (1:658) .6 Also like the human immune system, Holmes responds not always to invasive foreign particles directly, but to foreign particles surrounded by cells in distress, always marked "self."7 Any immune system relies absolutely upon signals identifying elements as "self' and "other," and Holmes's cases frequently involve either blackmail or counterfeiting, two crimes that threaten to destabilize the traditional sign systems in British society by which worth and identity are established . All too often, a "respectable" gentleman who won his fortune in the colonies by questionable means calls in Holmes to preserve his reputation when an old acquaintance he would rather forget tracks him down.
Although he reveals sources of wealth the late Victorians would Disease as an Imperial Threat
Sir Arthur Conan Doyle won his knighthood for using his medical training to serve the British Empire. A large, vigorous man from a family of intellectuals and artists, Doyle loved sports and any sort of challenging adventure and entered medicine primarily as a way to make a living (Carr 18). Doyle struggled at first, serving as a nominal surgeon on an arctic whaler and then, after taking his degree at the University of Edinburgh in 1881, as a full-fledged ship's surgeon on a cargo and passenger liner to the west coast of Africa.
The latter voyage, on which he caught African fever, was nearly eaten by a shark, and survived a fire on board (the cargo was oil), dampened his desire for African exploration (Carr 29 20th & 21st Century Literature, Vol. 22, Iss. 1 [1998] (Liebow 148 ). According to Bell, "The greatest stride that has been made of late years in preventive and diagnostic medicine consists in the recognition and differentiation by bacteriological research of those minute organisms that disseminate cholera and fever, tubercle and anthrax. The importance of the infinitely little is incalculable" (Rothfield 142) . In his 1892 introduction to A Study in Scarlet, Bell depicted vividly for readers the dangers of bacteria, again suggesting a link between the new science of bacteriology and Holmes's science of deduction: "Poison a well at Mecca with the cholera bacillus, and the holy water which the pilgrims carry off in their bottles will infect a continent, and the rags of the victims of the plague will terrify every seaport in Christendom" Studies in 20th & 21st Century Literature, Vol. 22, Iss. 1 [1998] 20th & 21st Century Literature, Vol. 22, Iss. 1 [1998] (Liebow 178) . The idea led to Doyle's tale of biological warfare, in which a panic-stricken Watson encounters his idol's mind and body apparently disintegrating under the force of a tropical disease. Holmes's long-suffering landlady tells Watson, "he has been working at a case . . . in an alley near the river, and he has brought this illness back with him" (2:386). Holmes himself calls the illness "a coolie disease from Sumatra," explaining that "there are many problems of disease, many strange pathological possibilities, in the East, dear Watson" (2:387-88). The detective himself views the Orient as a source of bacterial invaders that represent more general fears.
Holmes states that his disease must be Eastern in origin because he has recently been working with Chinese sailors, investigating the death of a man from the same disease because he found it "very surprising that he should have contracted an out-of-theway Asiatic disease in the heart of London" (2:395-96 ). This cover story, which is largely false-Holmes has been working among Easterners, but is not sick-works so well because it plays on the characters' and readers' view of the East as a source of unknown threats that might one day infiltrate the capital. Sending for Culverton Smith, a Sumatran planter and an independent bacteriological researcher who has studied the disease, Holmes reveals that Smith, through bacteriological warfare, murdered the first man, his own nephew, and then attempted to murder Holmes when he discovered it. Holmes, of course, disempowers the murder weapon and its designer by revealing its mechanism. Outwitting a brilliant tactitioner of covert tactics, he has merely feigned the symptoms of the disease with makeup in order to entrap Smith. Although the plot is far-fetched, Doyle's story expresses widespread popular concerns. What, wondered the British in the 1890s, were people bringing home from the colonies? What new germs threatened the health of the imperial body?
Whether they lived in London or the countryside, the British of Doyle's era had good reason to wonder, for the structure of the Empire ensured that the purely "local" no longer existed. Repeatedly, in Holmes's cases, an apparently trivial local event proves to be of vital national interest. From a moral perspective, which in the Holmes stories works a lot like the bacteriological one, every misdeed becomes a germ that threatens the entire social body, never just one region alone. The frayed threads that Doyle's detective follows lead invariably into the center of the imperial power network. Holmes's famous restatement of a traditional literary metaphor gives his first case its title ("A Study in Scarlet") and suggests from the outset that Doyle saw all local problems as vital to the Empire: "There's the scarlet thread of murder running through the colorless skein of life, and our duty is to unravel it, and isolate it, and expose every inch of it" (1:33). In literary texts, the "red thread," which the reader needs to detect and follow, is a pattern of images and ideas that create meaning. The "red thread" is also the mark of identity, of "self," a pattern that distinguishes each text from all others and identifies all rope through which it runs as the property of the British navy. From a medical perspective, it suggests the arteries and capillaries which unite the body through its system of common circulation. Holmes's mission in the Empire, then, is not to eliminate crime by himself. Crime, for him, gives life meaning; it gives Doyle's texts a reason to exist. Holmes's task is more one of identification, of distinguishing "self," so that it may be preserved, and "other," so that it may be eliminated. By showing his reader how an intelligent man can train himself to see the many germs
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Studies in 20th & 21st Century Literature, Vol. 22, Iss. 1 [1998] , Art. 4 https://newprairiepress.org/sttcl/vol22/iss1/4 DOI: 10.4148/2334-4415.1433 threatening the imperial body, Doyle hopes to recruit a new generation of surveillant physician-warriors to defend the Empire.12 Blackmail: Repressing Unwanted Relations Economically, as well as biologically, hidden germs threaten the nation's health, and certain crimes predominate in Holmes's cases. Although his foes kidnap and murder (they never rape), steal and kill, most often they attempt to get something for nothing, using special knowledge to subvert the economic system, the real lifeblood of the British Empire. The blackmailers Holmes faces come so close to succeeding because his clients invariably have so much to hide. While maintaining the facades of "old," "respectable" families, they rely on colonial funds and foreign marriages to maintain a status they no longer deserve. The economic connections on which they depend thus contradict the closed and private social structure they desire, creating a system that is ultimately unstable because it is built on lies.
The age of infections and colonies, which has rendered the hermetic aristocrat obsolete, calls instead for a new man like Holmes, who has access to all social levels and who, while upholding traditional class boundaries in his elitist statements, ignores them in practice." The imperial gentleman, as one old servant puts it in "The Adventure of Wisteria Lodge" (1917), has "sold his soul to the devil in exchange for money and expects his creditor to come up and claim his own" (2:313) . Although Doyle and his characters make many attempts to present England, particularly the British home, as tranquil and secure, the very existence of the stories undermines this illusion, for a realm of perfect law and order would have no need for the detective and his formidable intelligence network. They represent the longing that gave rise to Holmes in the first place: the desire to be safe, with their imperial capital, on their own turf. With the sharp-eyed detective as an immune system and intelligence network, they can have their colonial cake and eat it too, maintaining both their imperial connections and their traditional social boundaries.
The opening of A Study in Scarlet, Holmes's very first story, reveals that England's worst fears have already been realized: London is a cesspool and has been for some time. Watson, as narrator, describes the city as "that great cesspool into which all the loungers and idlers of the Empire are irresistibly drained" (1:4). In the noi-some capital, the heart of the Empire's communications system, the offal of the old world mingles with the refuse of the new, and the city becomes a breeding ground for evil germs where ferment spreads rapidly among the disgruntled foreigners and natives. The city is most frightening because of the innumerable connections it establishes between people, making the communication of deadly diseases and seditious ideas inevitable yet difficult to trace.
Holmes, however, loves London. He loves London because he is London, as Doyle implies when he describes the city and Holmes's intelligence in the same terms in The Sign of Four: Watson observes "the monster tentacles which the giant city was throwing out into the country" (1:122). Conscious of his Empire's railroads, telegraphs, periodicals, and growing communications system, Doyle presents London as a web, a living network forever extending its processes and its connections. It is a body of its own sort, with an extensive circulatory system that can spread evil. Holmes, as a bacteriologist surveying London, revels in the limitless possibilities for communication the city provides, watching with pleasure "the ever-changing kaleidoscope of life as it ebbs and flows through Fleet Street and the Strand" (1:581). Like Koch, he aims to see and to identify, not to cure; the imperial body will be cured later, by the future doctors he inspires and the moral antisera they develop.
Fittingly, the Empire's watchman is an integral part of this communications net, his own "intelligence" reflecting the structure in which he must operate. Holmes "loved to lie in the very center of five millions of people, with his filaments stretching out and running though them, responsive to every little rumor or suspicion of unsolved crime" (1:579). His brilliant adversary, like the Boers, is also perfectly adapted to his environment and is described in the same terms. Moriarty "sits motionless, like a spider in the center of its web, but that web has a thousand radiations, and he knows well every quiver of each of them" (1:645 Holmes's process of detection thus again resembles the task of the hygienist, since both the sleuth and the scientist serve their nations by tracing links between people, one to follow malicious intentions, the other to follow a microbe. Ultimately, Doyle suggests to his readers, the creation of an Empire has brought the jungle to London, so that it becomes possible to hunt exotic game in the imperial city. Like imperialism itself, big-game hunting was defended as a "civilizing" process, one that liberated people from the raging beasts they imagined were stalking them. Asked by an angry Count why he has been "dogging" him, Holmes replies, "Come now, Count. You used to shoot lions in Algeria." "Yes," admits the Count, for "the sport-the excitement-the danger!" "And, no doubt," adds Holmes, "to rid the country from a pest?" (2:509). Doyle's choice of words here links both Holmes's sleuthing and the mission of imperialism to Koch's hunt for microbes. "To free the country from a pest," Holmes penetrates all of its social spaces, chasing or stalking his quarry. The reader, in his fantasies, shoots it down; Holmes, like Koch, merely unmasks it. The detective, an urban big-game hunter, thrives in an environment that he is so aptly suited to police, an ever-growing web of limitless connections.
Few people in British society, however, liked these new connections as much as Holmes did. The traditional concept of identity in the society, rooted in heredity and advocated by Doyle's mother, a "fearsome stickler for genealogy," had featured carefully controlled family "connections" (Carr 7). A culture that placed great value on privacy, the British respected the boundaries of the individual, so that the many new possibilities for connections created by imperial expansion became a threat. To defend themselves and allow their Empire to survive biologically and economically, readers had to be forced to acknowledge these new connections, even though their very identity, as they had constructed it until now, rode on suppressing them. Holmes thus serves a society that both wants and does not want relations, and he serves it by revealing them so that they may either be eliminated or repressed, but always with the demand that his clients face the truth. reports that "The Adventure of the Second Stain" "implicates so many of the first families in the kingdom that for many years it will be impossible to make it public" (1:612). Although he reveals their corruption, however, the narrator, like the author, loves and reveres these families and sees it as his duty to protect them even as he hints about their sins. In maintaining the discretion that keeps him in business, Holmes bows to traditional cultural rules that the wealthier and "older" the family, the more tightly their borders must be maintained. At the same time, however, the stories themselves stress that these borders are largely an illusion and that a futile belief in one's own impermeability is the greatest danger in a bacteriological and imperial age.
"The Adventure of the Priory School" (1903) explicitly links "health" to economic health. Here Holmes assists "one of the greatest subjects of the crown," who owns 250,000 acres including mineral rights in Wales and Lancashire and has served as Lord of the Admiralty and Chief Secretary of State (1:746). As in "The Adventure of the Blanched Soldier," the nation's future, its male bloodline, is threatened. The Duke's son has disappeared from school, along with his German master, who is found brutally bludgeoned to death. The client finds it difficult to talk to Holmes because "to his intensely aristocratic nature this discussion of his intimate family affairs with a stranger was most abhorrent" (1:753) . At first, the culprit appears to be a fired coachman seeking revenge, but Holmes discovers that the father himself has brought about the kidnapping, manipulated by an earlier illegitimate son who "deeply resented those social laws" which precluded his inheriting his father's estate and who "hated [the] young legitimate heir from the first with a persistent hatred" (1:769). The angry natural son has joined forces with the angry servant to remove the socially sanctioned heir. Although the client is an accessory to murder, Holmes views the respected aristocrat as a victim and helps him to solve the problem quietly. The Duke sends his natural son to Australia, the colony 14 Studies in 20th & 21st Century Literature, Vol. 22, Iss. 1 [1998] for "of all ghosts, the ghosts of our old loves are the worst" (1:514).
Holmes unmasks these ghosts, but sometimes too late to save his clients. His failures in these cases suggest that when it comes to miscegenation, even an imperial immune system is not a sufficient defense. Individual citizens must assume responsibility for safeguarding the Empire's bloodlines by refusing willfully to introduce dangerous new ferments.
The socio-economic system, of course, depends on the ability of privileged families to pass on their wealth, so that any threats to their children really attack the society as a whole. Evil may enter a household-and a society-through its younger members, wayward sons and daughters, particularly through young women who are easily influenced. In "The Adventure of the Illustrious Client" (1927), Doyle makes use of modern science's discourse on this "vulnerability" to show how foreign forces might penetrate England's homes. Here mental suggestions, analogous to foreign microbes, "infect" and possess a young heiress. The client, whose name is a "household word in society," begs Holmes to save his daughter, "a lovely, innocent girl," who is determined to marry a scoundrel. The confidence man, the notorious Count Gruber, has foreign blood, and Doyle's description of him recalls early nineteenth-century images of "magnetic" men, with an inborn ability to implant suggestions in others: "His face was swarthy, almost Oriental, with large, dark, languorous eyes which might easily hold an irresistible fascination for women" (2:480). The desperate father voices fears about foreigners seducing England's women that reverberate beyond his particular case: "this man collects women, and takes a pride in his collection, as some men collect moths or butterflies" (2:472). The clever interloper has specifically told the girl that everyone will slander him and has influenced her through hypnotic suggestion to believe only him. Holmes and he tells inspector Lestrade in the conclusion, "I think there arecertain crimes, which the law cannot touch, and which therefore, to some extent, justify private revenge" (1:804-05) . Confident that Milverton's schemes have taught the wayward aristocrats a lesson, Holmes believes that the real problem-their neglect of the good behavior demanded by their social roles-has been solved. As long as they face up to and learn from their past misdeeds, he can "secure the future" without public exposure, which might do more harm than good by causing citizens to question the entire social structure.
Holmes's scrutiny revitalizes the nation's morals on the state as well as the individual level. Occasionally Holmes works directly for the government, and the imperial authorities, as depicted by Doyle, unquestionably need him. "The Adventure of the Second Stain," for instance, follows the panic that ensues when the impetuous, angry letter of a "certain foreign potentate who has been ruffled by some recent colonial developments" disappears, since its tone could lead to such a "dangerous state of feeling" that it "may well mean the expenditure of a thousand millions and the lives of a hundred thousand men" (1: 20th & 21st Century Literature, Vol. 22, Iss. 1 [1998] An expert at disguising himself, Holmes excels at unmasking his enemies. Lawrence Rothfield, who has associated Holmes's techniques with new developments in medicine, rightly describes his unmasking procedure as "an invasion of privacy by the private eye," a "humiliation ritual" (Rothfield 139 ). Koch's vision of every individual as a potential hiding place for deadly bacteria encouraged societies to scrutinize every single person for the sake of the group, so that individuals become "objects of knowledge to be identified" (Rothfield 132) . Just as Koch "unveiled the secret life of the anthrax bacillus," Holmes unveils the criminals he tracks down, sometimes literally, as he peels off their false faces and disguises, revealing them to be as mortal and vulnerable as their victims.
As a doctor, Doyle knew all too well that terrifying supernatural threats lose their potency when revealed as natural ones. The first short story Doyle ever published, in fact, described a Kiffir superstition about a demon with glowing eyes "which eyes, when faced by the hero's, turned out to be diamonds in rock-salt" (Carr 27). Holmes unmasks innumerable "curses," reinforcing the Empire's confidence that its science and technology could overcome demonic threats it associated with the people it was colonizing and with its own past. "The Cornish Horror," for instance, is actually the African devil's-foot root; the Sussex vampire is a desperate mother trying to suck poison out of her son's neck; the "curse 20 Studies in 20th & 21st Century Literature, Vol. 22, Iss. 1 [1998] , Art. 4 https://newprairiepress.org/sttcl/vol22/iss1/4 DOI: 10.4148/2334-4415.1433 of the Sussex coast" is a jellyfish; and the hell-hound of the Baskervilles is really a large dog covered with phosphorous. Like the relentless vision of the bacteriologist, Holmes's scrutiny of imperial England at first frightened readers because of the multiple threats it exposed. Ultimately, however, it reassured them because, in revealing the vulnerability of the victims, it revealed the vulnerability of the attackers as well.
Holmes's unveiling, then, alleviates not just neurotic fears of the supernatural but also much more realistic fears in middle-class Victorians about social and economic upheaval. If anyone could mimic the signs of bourgeois respectability, suggesting that such respectability relied on appearance alone, then bourgeois respectability would lose meaning. To preserve the structure of his society, he must prove that social position has a real, corporal basis and is not a signifier that can be randomly attached to different bodies; he must therefore reveal all those who are "passing" as respectable citizens. Holmes, that is, exposes counterfeit people who have infiltrated the social body as free signifiers by imitating people of actual "worth." If people believe that these impostors signify something of value, the interlopers threaten to disrupt the accepted pairings of signifier and signified that make the society work. Holmes's unmasking thus serves the desires of the upper and middle classes to see their society as a private club or closed system which one may enter only by birth or through connections that they carefully control . It also serves as a warning, however, that the class system can be maintained only if privileged citizens play their roles appropriately. Their privileges cannot be maintained by quarantine, since each of Holmes's adventures proves how easily class and national boundaries can be crossed.
The influx of colonial wealth in the nineteeneth century, which allowed a disturbing variety of people to prosper, disrupted the former class hierarchy determined primarily by birth. Holmes, who polices his society to ensure that no one enjoys upper-class status undeservedly, still favors the older system that recognized heredity as the real source of identity and character. Holmes no doubt owes this belief to his creator, who shared it and whose mother taught him the shields and connnections of England's noble families as a sort of catechism (Carr 6-7). Doyle's descriptions of characters in the stories often sugget that, for better or for worse, personalities are inherited.
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Both Doyle and Holmes suspected that character of any class could be passed on, like bodily features, and both use bodies to make inferences about that character. Doyle's teacher, Joe Bell, who had only a "lukewarm belief in physiognomy," nevertheless told his students that "physiognomy helps you to nationality" in observing a patient (Liebow 182, 177 ). Watson's descriptions of the criminals they encounter consistently reflect his partner's beliefs that, if one can read a profession from a man's hands or his dwelling place from the mud on his boots, one can also read his character from his face. Physiognomical deductions, in fact, come across in the Holmes stories as an integral part of the keen observations for which he is so famous. Asked by Watson how he deduced that a man was an intellectual, he directs his friend's attention to the size of the man's hat, replying that "it is a question of cubic capacity. A man with so large a brain must have something in it"
(1:331). In a fascinating simile voiced by Holmes in The Hound of the Baskervilles, Doyle himself invites his readers to view the deciphering of bodies and the deciphering of texts as analogous processes. Both uncover the true "corpus" of meaning beneath superficial signs, like clothing, that can be copied or assumed as a disguise: "there is as much difference to my eyes between the leaded bourgeois type of a Times article and the slovenly print of an evening half-penny paper as there could be between your Negro and your Eskimo" (2:29).
Holmes, who deciphers palimpsests as a hobby, reveals how greatly his hobby reflects his profession when he complains that a stretch of trampled ground that once held telltale tracks "will be harder to read now than that palimpsest" (1:847). In reading domestic and foreign bodies and the traces they leave, Holmes diagnoses the patient based on the subtle symptoms he observes. Such observation "permits diagnosis, though the disease cannot be directly observed, on the basis of superficial symptoms or signs" (Ginzburg 87) .18 In reading bodies, writing, and tracks, Holmes thus carries out the tasks of his society's policemen and its doctors, two professions whose methods increasingly resembled each other in the imperial and bacteriological age.
An expert reader of signs, Holmes becomes an expert at detecting signs that have become detached from their traditional meanings. Two of Doyle's later stories deal directly with counterfeiting:
The Valley of Fear (1914) and "The Adventure of the Three Garridebs" (1927) . Interestingly enough, both focus on Americans.19
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Studies in 20th & 21st Century Literature, Vol. 22, Iss. 1 [1998] En- gland than with my own conscience" (1:895-96) . This startling confession, which recalls Lessing's revelation that he cared more for the search after truth than for truth itself, suggests that the Empire's legal system no longer fulfills its citizens' desires for "justice" in a new social order. Doyle's readers want to be pardoned for their theft and murder in the colonies, and, simultaneously, they envision themselves as living in a land of law and order. Holmes exists because of this unstable relationship between their ideal notion of British justice, in which a crime is a crime, and imperial justice, in which a crime in the colonies is not a crime at home and one can safeguard the dirty secrets of one's imperial wealth. A believer in "private" justice, Holmes acts as an intermediary between the traditional and the modern, the ideal and the actual law, insisting only that his clients "face up" to the truth.
Throughout the Holmes stories, his respectable clients are frightened by disembodied faces, often distorted by emotion or disease, peering in or out at them through their windows. Poor James Dodd discovers his friend Godfrey, the "Blanched Soldier," in just such a fashion: "He was outside the window, Mr. Holmes, with his face pressed against the glass. . . . He was deadly pale-never have I seen a man so white. I reckon ghosts may look like that; but his eyes met mine, and they were the eyes of a living man" (2:491-92 20th & 21st Century Literature, Vol. 22, Iss. 1 [1998] 
